
 

“Sorry…Our shelter is full” 
 

We hate to say that to someone when they call us 

in desperation. We know what an act of courage 

it can be to even pick up the phone and dial our 

number. We worry what will happen to them. We 

know that some are in danger. We know they 

have been choked,  threatened, and belittled. We 

know children have seen and heard things no 

child should have to witness. 

 

Unfortunately, we increasingly have to say it. Our 

shelter is only a small three bedroom apartment 

with one bathroom. We house families together in 

one bedroom, and single women often share a 

bedroom. You can imagine how crowded it can 

get. And to be thrown together with a stranger to 

share a room, when you are jumping at every 

noise, or wondering who you can trust, only adds 

more stress and trauma. 

 

In May we turned away 6 women and their  

families, some calling repeatedly through the 

month, hoping for a vacancy.  In April we turned 

away 7 women and their families. In March it 

was another 7 women. 

 

When we have to say, “We’re full,” we make 

every effort to help them find other safe shelter in 

other counties but they are often full as well. We 

offer some safety planning suggestions. But 

mostly, we worry about them. 

 

We are hoping that sometime in the future we 

will have a larger facility, and 

we will no longer have to say, 

“Sorry, we’re full.” 

 
Naomi Cummings,  

Executive Director 
 

Power and control Tactics:  

Using animal cruelty as part of  

domestic violence 
 

Intimidation: Harming or killing a pet and  
threatening that the same thing will happen to 
you if you don't comply with the abuser’s  
demands. 
 
Emotional Abuse: Calling your pet names;  
giving away or killing a pet to take away your 
primary source of comfort and unconditional 
love. 
 
Isolation: Refusing to allow you to take your 
pet to your preferred veterinarian. Prohibiting 
you from socializing your dog with other dogs.  
 
Minimizing, denying, and blaming: Blaming 
you or your pet for the cruelty.  
 
Economic Abuse: Refusing to allow you to 
spend money on adequate pet food and/or  
veterinary care. 
 
Legal Abuse: Trying to take possession of a 
pet for which you have been the primary  
caretaker, or filing charges of pet theft against 
you if you leave with the pet. 
 
Coercion and threats: Threatening to harm or 
kill your pet if you leave or assert any  
independence.  
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Welcome to the 

Board! 

CLIENT TESTIMONIAL 
My name is Hailey. I stayed at The Bridge to Hope a few years ago. I want to express my 

gratitude for all you did for me. Your staff was  

loving and kind to me, gave me a place to stay, fed me, 

and gave me the much needed encouragement that I 

needed to go forward in my life. You also helped me 

with rides to my job and to get an apartment that I still 

live in. I had some rough times, but have come a long 

way. I have never forgotten you. My life before I came 

to you was filled with depression and  

hopelessness. I had no  direction. I kept making  

mistake after mistake and was in the wrong place with 

the wrong people. Today I believe in some ways that 

you saved my life and gave me a renewed hope for a 

better future and I’m living that future now.  

Julie Furst-Bowe is currently serving as Vice 

President at Chippewa Valley Technical College. 

She has been involved in issues involving woman 

and families for many years, having served as a  

long-time volunteer at Bolton Refuge House and 

as a former board member of the Bridge to Hope. 

She and her husband live in 

Elk Mound.  

 
A big thank-you to Sigma Lambda Chi for their 

thoughtful donation from their annual golf outing. 

They raised over $6,000 for us from their event!  

Marissa Bartlett, donating money raised by the Panhenellic 

Society (sorority members: Alpha Phi, Delta Zeta, and Sigma 

Sigma Sigma) during Greek Week in April.  

Bridge to Hope Board of Directors 

Tracy Glenz: Chair Senior Associate, HWC 

Mary (Mame) Gale: Vice Chair- Personal Asset Manager 

Kaley Walker: Secretary-Attorney at Eiden & Hatfield,  

Mary Orfield: Treasurer- retired from UW-Stout 

Becky Kneer: Parish Nurse at Our Saviors Lutheran Church 

Gary Johnson: Aurora Community Counseling 

Howard Lee: retired from UW-Stout 

Deb Meyer: retired educator 

Julie First-Bowe: Vice President at CVTC  

 

 



 Providing Services to Children Who Have Been  

Sexually Assaulted 
Someone:, perhaps a teacher, parent, or relative, reports that a child has been sexually 

assaulted, or they have suspicions… 

It’s reported, and  The Bridge to Hope receives a call that a forensic interview of a 

child or teen is scheduled. Our advocate (usually Marcia) drives to Eau Claire to the 

Chippewa  Valley Child Advocacy Center,  which serves area counties. She first meets 

with the other agencies in attendance to review what brought the child and family to 

the center. The interviewer then introduces Marcia to the family, and escorts the child 

to the interview room. Law enforcement and Child Protective Services are in the observation room. The forensic      

interview is videotaped. If the case goes to trial, some judges will allow the tape to be used in lieu of the minor victim 

testifying. The interviewer also will provide expert testimony.  

There are 15 Child Advocacy Centers (CACs) throughout Wisconsin. They are a non-profit division of the Children’s 

Hospital of Wisconsin. The centers provide the first stop for children entering the justice system because of suspected 

sexual abuse and/or severe physical abuse. Over 7,000 children received services at Wisconsin Child Advocacy     

Center last year. The center is designed to provide a child-friendly environment where law enforcement, child        

protective services, prosecution, medical and mental health professionals can develop coordinated strategies to meet 

the needs of each child. 

Marcia will spend time with the family, offering support and appropriate resources, and answering questions. They are 

usually full of angst. Sometimes the family does not believe the child. Sometimes siblings are going to be interviewed 

as well and are present with the family during the wait. When all interviews are completed, Marcia spends time with 

the children as the primary family members discuss the results with the interviewer and involved agencies. The entire 

process takes anywhere from 1 ½ to 4 hours. Marcia then follows up a few days later to assist with any other           

resources.  

The Bridge to Hope is assisting at least one family a week who has just discovered their child may have been sexually 

assaulted. We are there for them to offer support during a painful and traumatic time.  

Sand Volleyball Fundraiser 

August 27th 

9:30-3:30pm 
 

At the VFW – 2909 Bongey Dr.  

Menomonie. WI  

 

 

4 Players on a Team: 

Sign up before August 5th - $30 per team 

Sign up after August 5th - $40 per team  

You can email manager@thebridgetohope.org for  

more information or see our event on our Facebook page. 



 

Advocacy services for victims and survivors of domestic and sexual abuse and human trafficking 

Non-profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Menomonie, WI 

Permit No. 313 

The Bridge to Hope 

P.O. Box 700 

Menomonie, WI 54751 

To current resident or: 

Providing a bridge to hope that creates a safer, more just and compassionate society.  

Baby on the way... 
 

We have a client that is expecting a 

baby in August. She is in need of 

smaller necessities for a newborn.  

If you would like to help her out  

you can drop off your donation and 

let the person at the door know its  

for the expecting mother.  

 

Thank You.  

Donating is Easy!  

Visit our website: thebridgetohope.org 

 

Gifts Received In Memory of: 
Bruce Pamperin~ By Ursula Berger 

 
Gifts Received In Honor of: 

Theresa~ By Jo Rucker 
Naomi~ Luisa Gerasimo 

Joy Douglas~ By John and Debbie Wesolek 
The Bridge to Hope Staff~ By Robert and Helen Redlich 

Our grandchildren~ By Dale and Carol Seppa 
35th Anniversary~ By Brian and Debra Shefchik 

We are looking for some  

donations for activities for the 

children in our shelter. They 

would love for some 

water park  passes, 

movie tickets, or any 

other fun  

activities to do.  


