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From a client… 
 

“The Bridge of Hope has been a positive support in my 

healing journey. I have learned to work through the 

emotional and psychological destruction that domestic 

violence can leave on families. One day an advocate saw 

through my confusion and constant questions. What type 

of person would do this to their family? They suggested 

that I read Why Does He Do That? by Lundy Bancroft. 

This book was in the library at the Bridge to Hope. As I 

read the book it was like a light finally came on. An  

ah-ha moment happened. My mind and heart opened up. 

Now I could see what was really going on. It was not 

me, it was not my fault. I didn't deserve to live in a  

unsafe home for my family, and I was not crazy! 

 

I returned the book back with a tad more self  

confidence, as well as respect for myself, and a great 

deal of knowledge. I was told by the advocate that the 

book was so popular they couldn’t keep it on the shelf. I 

knew I had to get this nugget of knowledge in the hands 

of as many people as I could. I started donating every 

month so they could keep purchasing copies. This  

project was started in December of 2014 and 95 books 

have been distributed to clients and many area  

professionals who work with domestic violence victims 

and offenders.  

 

My passion is driven by the knowledge that this book 

will help others that are in my former situation. It will 

give advocates another tool in their toolbox to help  

others. It is therapeutic for me. My purpose is to learn 

from my experience and to give back to others. Lastly, it 

is because of multi-generational abuse and the loss of 

people’s lives that are in these situations. It's time to 

break the cycle.  
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The Bridge to Hope turned away 2 
women and 1 child in the month of 
December because our shelter was 

full. 

 

 

 

Children in the Clutches 
 
“My name is Holly, at age 14 I ran away from home with a man. Convincing me to runaway with him was not an 

overnight accomplishment. He took his time. He got to know me. He analyzed my troubles, and he asked me my 

dreams. In reality, I ran right in the inexorable clutches of a sex trafficking ring. Within hours of running away I was 

coerced into working Atlantic City until dawn the next day.” 

 

Human trafficking is the act of recruiting, harboring, transporting or obtaining a person (child or adult) for compelled 

labor or commercial sex acts through the use of force, fraud and/or coercion. It is the second largest industry, after 

drug trafficking. A bag of cocaine can only be sold once; a body can be sold repeatedly. It can be found throughout 

Wisconsin.  The average age of a child caught up in sex trafficking is 13. There is, unfortunately, a high demand for 

young children and teen-agers.   

 

Though recruitment can be by force, such as kidnapping, it is usually based on grooming and promises. Traffickers 

recruit girls and boys at malls, parks, - wherever children are. They also effectively use social media as a recruitment 

tool. Predators are adept at reading people, and recognizing their target’s vulnerabilities. They make promises aimed 

at addressing the needs of the child such as food, a place to stay, protection, clothing, money, jobs – whatever the 

child desires. They create a sense of belongingness; it is a very seductive process. By the time the victim becomes 

aware of what has occurred, they are unable to escape. Many are brainwashed by their trafficker to believe that this is 

the only ‘job’ they are cut out to do. Traffickers utilize a variety of control tactics, including physical and emotional 

abuse, threats to harm loved ones, confiscation of identification and money, isolation, branding and renaming victims. 

 

Police rescued a 13-year-old girl in the Bakken oil fields after responding to a suspicious ad on the internet. (When a 

girl is missing from the Twin Cities, detectives know to check North Dakota’s Back page ads.) Runaways are  

especially vulnerable and account for approximately 60 percent of victims. Children in foster care and the juvenile 

justice system are also at high risk.   

 

Typically traffickers will post an online ad and schedule appointments in a specific locale, transporting the children 

from place to place before law enforcement becomes aware. The transaction can take place anywhere, from a metro 

hotel to a small rural bar during hunting and fishing seasons.   

 

The Bridge to Hope also serves victims of human trafficking. Feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns.

          Marcia Mason,  

            Sexual Trauma Advocate  

 Online Donation is Easy! 

 Go to 

www.thebridgetohope.org 

 Click on donate  
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Attorney Megan Rosenfeld , Victim Advocate Rhonda 

Pick, and Bridge to Hope Director Naomi Cummings.  

How do we prevent domestic violence 

homicides? One evidence based  

procedure that has shown effectiveness is 

for the attending police officer to ask the  

victim eleven questions, such as, “Has he 

ever choked you? Has he threatened to 

kill you before?” On December 4th, two 

trainers from Maryland taught the staff of 

The Bridge to Hope, Menomonie Police 

Dept., Dunn Co. Sheriff’s Dept. and  

others to implement a lethality risk  

assessment tool. We are looking forward 

to putting this new protocol into place, 

and increasing the safety of all Dunn 

County residents. 

Lethality Risk Assessment Training 

New Board Members 

 

The Bridge to 

Hope has been a part of the community for as 

long as I have lived here. Throughout the years I 

can recall several individuals reaching out to The 

Bridge for support, and feeling a great sense of 

relief when they received assistance in a desperate 

time of need. Being on the Board allows me the 

opportunity to continue to provide support to  

individuals, and also allows me the ability to work 

together with other board members to generate 

positive growth ideas and increase the awareness 

of the services offered. 

   ~Kaley Walker  

 

 

Retired from UW-Stout serving 

as a professor in the graduate 

program, director and Associate 

Dean, and Executive Director of 

Stout Solutions. He and  

Charlotte, his wife, has been a  

resident of Menomonie since 

1986, where they raised their 

three sons. He is involved in  

several volunteer activities and 

has a lot of organizational ex-

perience. Howard is interested in 

the Bridge to Hope because of 

his interest in social justice.   

  ~Howard D. Lee  

“I always felt that the Bridge to 

Hope filled a fundamental need 

in the community. I have always 

felt proud that the organization 

existed and so was happy to be a 

part of it.  Also there was some 

serious high pressure form the 

executive director.” Mary is a 

retired UW-Stout professor and 

also the mother of an outstanding 

saxophonist, Sue Orfield.  

  ~Mary Orfield 
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To current resident or: 

If you or someone you love is 
being abused call                     

The Bridge to Hope’s  
24-Hour Crisis Line 

(715) 235-9074 

1901 South Broadway  
Menomonie, WI 54751 

1-800-924-9918 
TEXT (715) 505-3640 

www.thebridgetohope.org 

Providing a bridge to hope that creates a safer, more just and compassionate society.  

Bridge to Hope Board of Directors 
Tracy Glenz: President- Senior Associate, HWC 

Mary (Mame) Gale: Vice President- Personal Asset Manager 

Mary Orfield: Treasurer- retired from UW-Stout 

Kaley Walker: Secretary- Attorney at  Eiden & Hatfield, LLC 

Dana Brunstrom: - Dana Brunstrom, CPA  

Becky Kneer: —Parish Nurse at Our Saviors Lutheran Church 

Gary Johnson: Aurora Community Counseling 

Howard Lee: retired from UW-Stout 

Deb Meyer– Retired Teacher  

Save the date:  

November 12, 2016 

will be our Quilt 

Tour.  

Gifts made to The Bridge to Hope 
In Memory of:  

Alysha Colvin by Jean Biggs 
Marissa Joyce by Gentle Dental Care 

Bill Crownheart by Betsy Bacon 
Jeff Cook by Lois Schultz  

Astrid Hayden by Dennis and Mary Hayden 
Ruth Ley by Ellen Ochs 

Deanna Applehans by Mary Riordan 
Richard Debee by Lois Debee 
Dick Bilse by Patricia Bilse 


